Lifeline Campaign Talking Points 

1. We are doctors who oversee the broad practice of anesthesia in hospitals and medical centers.
· Our rigorous training as medical doctors ensures the in-depth, critical knowledge needed to keep total watch over the human body, to keep people stable and intervene during surgery when they are not. 
· Anesthesiologists provide or oversee more than 90 percent of the 40 million estimated anesthetics administered in the U.S. each year.
· Our knowledge and impact is felt not only by our own work with patients but through the anesthesia teams of non-physicians who treat patients under our direction.  We make the treatment decisions for these teams to ensure medically sound care.
2. Our practice is broad and transcends the operating room where we are best known.
· We make surgery a reality and our advancements are responsible for new surgeries, diagnostics and patient treatments in our own specialty and beyond.
· We help patients with chronic diseases live better lives through pain management treatments.
· Our work in critical care units saves countless lives.  We treat patients multiple complications from pulmonary and cardiac to infection control and advanced life support.
3. We stand for access to safe and leading care for patients.
· We oversee the non-physicians who administer anesthesia to ensure patient safety and quality of care. 
· We support research.
· We educate physicians.
· We maintain treatment guidelines.
· We fight for laws that favor patient access and safety.
